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Finding Rainbows Needs Assessment 

The Finding Rainbows project, sponsored by Rainbow Resource Centre, is funded in part by 
New Horizons for Seniors Program. This survey is the first phase of the project and looks at 
the needs of LGBT2SQ+ seniors in Manitoba. This survey will lead to a summit for LGBT2SQ+ 
seniors and service providers being held on November 7, 2017, at CanadInn Polo Park. 

We are asking that you take some time and fill out this survey. All your answers are 
confidential. You have the right to answer all or only some of the questions and your 
thoughts will be included in the final report. You are welcome to request a copy of the final 
report, which will be available in late February, 2018. 

The final question will ask for your email address if you wish to receive further information 
regarding Finding Rainbows. Your email address will be kept confidential. 

Completing this survey will take approximately 30 minutes. 

It consists of 52 questions in 8 sections. 

If you have any questions or concerns about this survey or any portion of the project, please 
contact the Rainbow Resource Centre or the co-chairs of the committee by: 
Phone: 204-474-0212 ext 255 
Email: findingrainbows@rainbowresourcecentre.org 

 

 

Section A - Demographic Information  

 

1. What are the first three digits of your postal code?  __  __  __ 

 

2. What is your age range?  

___ 45-54 years old ___ 55-64 years old ___ 65-74 years old ___ 75 + years old     

 

3. What is your education level? 

___ Some school, no high school diploma ___ High school graduate or equivalent  

___ College Diploma    ___ Trade/technical/vocational training        

___ Undergraduate degree        ___ Graduate degree 

 

4. What is your employment status?    

___ Working for Pay ___ Disability  ___ Unemployed ___ Retired  

___ Other_______________________ 
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5. What is your current relationship status?    

___ Single  ___ Married  ___ Common Law ___ Divorced 

___ Separated   ___ Widowed  ___ Other  

(explain)______________________________________________ 

 

6. How do you wish to be identified?      

___ Male  ___ Female  ___ Transgender ___ Non Binary 
 
___ Other _________________ 

 

7. What pronoun do you wish to use? 

___ He   ___ She   ___ They  ___ Other _________________ 

 

8. I am: 

___ Gay  ___ Lesbian  ___ Queer  ___ Bisexual 

___ Non Binary  ___ Heterosexual ___ Two-spirited ___ Other _________________ 

 

9. How long have you identified as your current identity?  

___ Less than a year ___ 1 to 5 years ___ 5 to 10 years 

___ 10 to 20 years ___ Over 20 years ___ My lifetime 

 

10. Has your identity changed in the last 5 years? 

___ Yes   ___ No 

 

11. In my community I am:   

___ Fully out  ___ Partially out  ___ Not out 
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Section B - Community Connections/Involvement 
 
12. On a scale where 0 is not at all and 100 is very much, what would you say your 
involvement in the LGBT2SQ+ community is? 

__________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
not at all          very much 

 

13. On a scale where 0 is not at all and 100 is very much, would you say you are satisfied 
with your degree of involvement in the LGBT2SQ+ community? 

___________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
not at all          very much 

          
14. If your score was 50 or under:  What would you say are your reasons for your score? 
(Check all that apply.) 

___ Lack of available community resources      

___ Lack of available resources for persons my age 

___ Lack of services for persons of my race or culture      

___ Lack of available resources for persons in my circumstances.   

___ Present circumstances (newly widowed, changing jobs, housing etc.)  

___ Lack of interest in being involved in the LGBT2SQ+ community 
 

Explain_______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
15. With what components of the LGBT2SQ+ community are you the most satisfied? 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
16. What would you say are your challenges in your involvement in the LGBT2SQ+ 
community?  
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Section C - Personal Safety 

 
17. On a scale where 0 is very unsafe and 100 is very safe, how would you rate your sense of 
personal safety in the community at large? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
very unsafe         very safe 

 

18. On a scale where 1 is very unsafe and 9 is very safe, what would you say is your sense of 
personal safety in your home or living situation? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
very unsafe         very safe 

 

19. If your score was 50 or under - What would you say are your reasons for your score on 
either question? (Check all that apply.) 

___ Gender/Gender Orientation   ___ Being LGBT2SQ+ 

___ My age     ___ Lack of financial resources 

___ My personal circumstances (disabled etc.) 

___ Other (explain)_________________________________________ 

 

20. What would you say makes you feel safe in the community at large? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
21. What would you say are challenges to your personal safety in the community at large? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Section D – Community Services 

22. What programs and/or services are you presently using or expect to use in the next 3 - 5 
years? 

Services Now Later 
(when?) 

Government 
Funded 

Private 

Homecare 
 

    

Handi- transit 
 

    

Caregiving supports 
  

    

Meal programs,   
(i.e. Meals on Wheels, community meal programs) 

    

Hearing devices, visual aids, mobility devices 
 

    

Other (list) 
 

    

Other(list) 
 

    

Other (list) 
 

    

 

23. If you are currently using any of services, on a scale where 0 is very uncomfortable and 
100 is very comfortable, what would you say is your experience using any of these services? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
very uncomfortable         Very comfortable 

 

24. What would you say are your reasons for your score? (Check all that apply.) 

___ Gender/ Gender Orientation   ___ Race/Culture 

___ Being LGBT2SQ+    ___ My age 

___ My personal circumstances (disabled, lack of financial resources, etc.) 

___ Other (explain) _________________________________________ 

 

25. If you are anticipating using any services, on a scale where 0 is very uncomfortable and 
100 is very comfortable, what do you think your comfort level will be accessing these 
community services? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
very uncomfortable         very comfortable 
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26. What would you say are your reasons for your score? (Check all that apply.) 

___ Gender/ Gender Orientation   ___ Being LGBT2SQ+ 

___ My age     ___ My race/culture 

___ My financial circumstances/affordability    ___ My personal circumstances (disabled, medical issues, etc.) 

___ Lack of available services in my community 

___ Other (explain) _________________________________________ 

 

27. What steps would you take if you are unsatisfied with current services or are 
apprehensive about accessing services? (Check all that apply.) 

___ Access private vs publicly funded services 

___ Try to find services in the LGBT2SQ+ community or find services that are identified as allies  

___ Avoid talking about your sexual orientation  

___ Confront service if problem arises 

 

28. In a perfect system what community based services would you like to see for the 
LGBT2SQ+ community? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

29. In a perfect system, how would you like these services promoted? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

30. In a perfect system how would you like these services delivered? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Section E - Residential Services 

31. What residential services are you presently using or expect to use in the next 3 - 5 
years? 

Services Now Later Government 
Funded 

Private 

Independent 55+ Housing 
 

    

Supported Living Housing  
(i.e. live in your own suite but have access to services in the 
building such as laundry and meals) 
 

    

Care Facility/Nursing Home 
 

    

Own Home or Condo 
 

    

Rent Home or Apartment 
 

    

Other(list) 
 

    

 

32. On a scale where 0 is very uncomfortable and 100 is very comfortable, what would you 
say is your experience using any of these services? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
very uncomfortable         very comfortable 
 

33. What would you say are your reasons for your score? (Check all that apply.) 

___ Gender/Gender Orientation   ___ Race/Culture 

___ Being LGBT2SQ+    ___ My age 

___ My financial circumstances limit my choices  

___ My personal circumstances (disabled, medical issues, etc.) 

___ I am living in my own home and do not plan to move from that home 

___ Other (explain) _________________________________________ 

 

34. If you are anticipating using any residential services, on a scale where 0 is very 
uncomfortable and 100 is very comfortable, how concerned would you be with accessing 
these residential services in the future? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
very uncomfortable         very comfortable 
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35. What factors influence your opinion? (Check all that apply.) 

___ Gender    ___ Being LGBT2SQ+ 

___ My age    ___ My race/culture 

___ My financial circumstances    ___ My personal circumstances (i.e. disabled, medical issues, etc.) 

___ Lack of available services in my community 

___ Other (explain) _________________________________________ 

 

36. What steps would you take if you are unsatisfied with current services or are 
apprehensive about accessing services? (check all that apply.) 

___ Transfer from public to privately funded services 

___ Try to find services in the LGBT2SQ+ community or services that are identified as allies. 

___ Avoid talking about my sexual orientation  

___ Confront service if problem arises 

___ Other (explain) _________________________________________ 

 

37. In a perfect system what residential or housing services would you like to see for the 
LGBT2SQ+ community? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

38. In a perfect system, how would you like these services promoted? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

39. In a perfect system how would you like these services delivered? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Section F - Financial/Legal Services 

40. On a scale where 0 is very uncomfortable and 100 is very comfortable how would you 
rate your financial situation now? 

_________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
very uncomfortable         very comfortable 
 

41. On a scale where 0 is very concerned and 100 is not concerned what would you say your 
financial situation will be in 5 years?  

_________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
very concerned         not concerned 

 

42. Do you anticipate you will have to work after 65 as a result of your financial situation? 

___ Yes   ___ No 

Comments_____________________________________________ 

 

43. Do you have an updated Will? 

___ Yes     ___ No 

 

44. Do you have an updated Power of Attorney? 

___ Yes   ___ No 

 

45. Do you have a Health Care Directive? 

___ Yes   ___ No 

 

46. Do you have an Emergency Response Information Kit (ERIK)? 

___ Yes   ___ No 

Why or Why not? _______________________________________ 
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47. On a scale where 0 is not worried at all and 100 is very worried what would you say is 
your concern that your Will, Power of Attorney and Health Care Directive will be respected?  

_________________________________________________________________ 

0             50     100 
not worried         very worried 

 

Why or Why not? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

48. The Rainbow Resource Centre will be hosting a one day summit on November 7, 2017 
looking at issues related to LGBT2SQ+ older adults 55+. 

What would you say are the top three issues that should be discussed at this Symposium? 

1: ____________________________________ 

Explain why__________________________________________________________________ 

2: ____________________________________ 

Explain why__________________________________________________________________ 

3: ____________________________________ 

Explain why__________________________________________________________________ 

Other: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

49. Is there anything else you would like to tell us about your experience as a LGBT2SQ+ 
senior? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Thank you for your help and input into this survey.  Your answers will help us develop a 
better understanding of the needs of LGBT2SQ+ individuals in the community. Your answers 
will also assist in developing the content of the summit.  

 

50. Are you interested in attending the one day summit on November 7, 2017? 

___ Yes   ___ No 

Why or why not? _______________________________________________________________ 

 

51. If you are interested in the summit, what would you require to be able to attend? 

___ Convenient location 

___ Transportation options (i.e. accessible parking, close to bus routes, etc.) 

___ Affordable cost 

___ ASL interpretation 

Other: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

52. If you would like more information about the summit or would like to volunteer, please 
give us your email address. Further information can also be found on the Rainbow Resource 
Centre Website – www.rainbowresourcecentre.com. 

By giving us your email address, you consent to receiving emails regarding Finding 
Rainbows. 

Contact information: 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.rainbowresourcecentre.com/

